[Selective interruption of pregnancy and embryonic malformations of the limbs].
The authors report 3 cases of fetal malformations consisting of amputation of the limbs. These were found in their cases of selective abortion carried out around the 10th week of amenorrhoea by injection under ultrasonic needle guidance of hypertonic saline into selected sacs. These malformations seem to be associated with either the existence of amniotic bands or with a toxic mechanism (direct contact of the limbs of the embryo with neighbouring hyperosmolar membranes). This technique is to be given up in favour of transcervical aspiration, or direct needling of the fetus. The different techniques for selective abortion have been reviewed as well as the so-called "alternative" techniques (such as follicular aspiration) which are preferable.